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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To enable stable and accurate detection of the width of a recording 
medium through an inexpensive construction, in a recorder comprising a reflection-type 
optical sensor for detecting the width of the recording medium, by providing a structure 
especially for reducing the quantity of reflected light received by a medium width- 
detecting sensor, for a region for receiving the light emitted from the sensor, opposite to 
a sensor for a platen. 

CONSTITUTION: For a scanning region of a paper width sensor 6, a groove 13 with 
a V-shaped cross section is provided as a structure for reducing the quantity of reflected 
light received by the sensor 6. When the sensor 6 is opposed directly to a hot plate 11, 
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light 30 emitted from a light-emitting part 6a is reflected by a slant bottom surface of the 
groove 13, and the reflected light 31 is directed mainly in a skew upward direction 
different from the direction of a light-receiving part 6b, so that the light is hardly 
received by the light-receiving part 6b. When the sensor 6 is opposed of a recording 
paper 80, on the other hand, the light 32 emitted from the light emitting part 6a is 
reflected by the paper 80 in the direction of the light-receiving part 6b. Therefore, an 
output level of the sensor 6 can be set with an ample margin, and it is possible to detect 
the width of the paper 80 constantly stably and accurately. 
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